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James Tibbits Willmore 
(after Turner, J . M. W.)
The Fighting 
Temeraire
1861

The legenda ry R oyal 
Navy man of war  
“T emeraire”  is being 
towed away for 
scrapping by a new  
model steamship in  
1838 . J.  M. W. 
Turner’s famous  
painting looks back 
melancholically on 
the transition from 
sailing ships to steam  
ships.
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Commercial shipping between wind and steam
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The Great Eastern  
and the frigate Iris 
in Sheerness .
Robert Charles 
Dudley, 1865

When it was 
launched, the 
enormous “Great 
Eastern ” was by far  
the largest ship 
ever built. This 
contemporary 
watercolour 
painting 
impressively 
illustrates its 
enormous 
dimensions.

Steam power not only changed the way 
ships moved through the seas, it also 
transformed shipbuilding itself. Iron and 
steel were introduced to the shipyards. 
A new professional group turned the craft 
of shipbuilding into a science: engineers 
experimented with new materials and 
methods and created ever larger designs.
Despite all the technological advances, 
seafaring remained a risky undertaking. 
Even the iron giants remained vulnerable
to the forces of the sea.
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Montag Geschlosse n
Dienstag     11:00–16:00
Mittwoch    11:00–16:00

MKdW hosts the International
Maritime Museum Hamburg


